
 

 

 

Pre-conference events Wednesday 2 September 2009 

 

12.30-1.15pm  

Queensland Connections  

The makings of a nutty business – the beginnings of the macadamia industry in Queensland 

Catherine Chambers, Heritage Branch, DERM 

Free public lecture presented by Queensland Museum and the Department of Environment and 

Resource Management, Queensland 

Venue: Lecture Theatre, Queensland Museum, Southbank 

 

1.40 – 5.00pm  

Pre-conference tour  

Brisbane Temples civic, social, sacred 
Walking and bus welcome tour conducted by PHA(Q) 

Cost: $15 (includes bus charter and afternoon tea) 

Venue: Helen Taylor Theatre, Brisbane City Hall, King George Square 

Enquiries:     helen.bennett@derm.qld.gov.au 

 

6.00-7.30pm 

PHA(Q) Annual General Meeting 

Venue: Old Commissariat Stores, 115 William Street, Brisbane 

 
 

 

The Marque Hotel, 103 George Street, Brisbane. 
Michener’s Room, Level 3 
ph 07 3221 6044  

 

Registration from 8.15am, Thursday 3 September 2009. 

Program overleaf. 

 
Hosted by the Professional Historians Association (Queensland) Inc., this conference 

celebrates the sesquicentenary of Queensland 1859-2009 by examining shifting 

perspectives in Queensland history and historiography over the past 150 years. 

More than two dozen speakers will be presenting on a wide range of topics dealing with 

landscape, place and society in Queensland since the 1860s. Their professional 

backgrounds include public and community history, cultural heritage and material culture. 

 

A copy of the conference proceedings is included in the complimentary conference bag. 

 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS PRESENTED BY  

HER EXCELLENCY, MS PENELOPE WENSLEY, AO 
GOVERNOR OF QUEENSLAND 

 

 
Professional Historians Association (Qld) Inc. 

PO Box 4054 
St Lucia South QLD 4067 

Website: www.qldhistorians.org.au 



 

 

PROGRAMME 
 
Thursday 3 September 2009 

8.15  Registration 

9.00  President’s welcome: Jeff Hopkins-Weise 

9.10 Session 1: Setting the scene                       Chair: Jeff Hopkins-Weise 

9.10 Ross Johnston On becoming a Queenslander (and finding Queensland history) 

9.30 Maureen Lillie Journeys through a shifting landscape: tours of Qld Governors 1859-1901 

10.00 Keynote address:         Her Excellency, Ms Penelope Wensley, AO, Governor of Queensland 

10.30 Morning tea 

10.50 Session2: (Re) writing Queensland history?        Chair: Ross Johnston 

Timothy Bottoms  Conspiracy of silence: the colouring of Australian history and the killing times 
on the nineteenth-century Queensland frontier 

Mark Cryle:  A ‘Fantastic adventure’: reading Christison of Lammermoor 

Anne Monsour Already here: writing Lebanese into Queensland history  

Barbara Taylor Community building and empowering experiences? A thematic study of 
women’s voluntary work in Queensland and its place-based dimensions, 
1859-1959 

12.30  Lunch 

1.20 Session 3: Exploring colonial society and culture    Chair: Jennifer Harrison 

Hilary Davies Middle-class social mobility in colonial Queensland: a case study of Walter 
and Katie Hume 

Bernadette Turner Patrick Mayne: the man and his politics 

Leanne Day The Johnsonian Club: a study of a gentlemen’s club in colonial Brisbane 

Melissa Bellanta Rough play: Brisbane larrikins and popular theatre, 1880-1890s 

3.00  Afternoon tea 

3.20 Session4: Exploring shifts in the socio-cultural landscape      Chair: Jeff Hopkins-Weise 

Gillian Colclough Opaque whiteness: milk regulation and the introduction of food controls in 
Queensland 

Jane Lennon Heritage places in Queensland 

4.15 Session 5: Plenary discussion                      Chair: Jeff Hopkins-Weise 

What is the future for the practice of history in Queensland? 
Panel: Ross Johnston, Jennifer Harrison 

4.45  Day 1 concludes

 

 
Friday 4 September 2009 

9.00  Day registration 

9.30 Session 6: Settling the landscape              Chair: Ruth Kerr 

Cathie Clement  Promising imagery: northern settlement ideas of the 1850s and sixties 

Geoff Wharton The sandalwood industry on Cape York Peninsula from the 1890s to the 1920s 

10.30 Morning tea 

10.50 Session 7: Valuing the landscape: tourism, recreation, conservation  Chair:              Christine Campbell 

Peter Osborne Rivers and resorts: how rivers and sheltered waters influenced the location of the 
Sunshine Coast’s resort towns 

Sean O’Keeffe The Great North Coast Road: The early development of the Bruce Highway and 
features of its cultural landscape 

Carol Gistitin Mount Etna: mining or recreation? 

Janet Spillman Brisbane's breathing space: Mt Coot-tha 

12.30  Lunch 

1.20 Session 8: Connecting history and heritage           Chair: Geoff Ginn 

Mary Burns Brisbane: whither art thou? 

Jennifer Harrison Echoes of the past time: Miss Lord and Brisbane’s Historic Homes 

Brian Sinclair Tracking heritage and gauging significance: assessing the heritage significance of 
the Etheridge Railway 

Joanna Wills Remembering the cane: conserving the sugar legacy of far north Qld 

3.00  Afternoon tea 

3.20 Session 9: Connecting history and community        Chair: Niles Elvery 

Helen Klaebe The Albion Flour Mill History Project: Anything but run of the mill. 

Bronwyn Roper & Mellissa Case When QAL came to town: living through the construction years in 
Gladstone 1964-1967 

Joanna Besley History and community – reflections on social history exhibitions presented by the 
Museum of Brisbane, 2003-2009 

4.40  Conference summation: Judy Nissen (Vice President, PHAQ) 

4.50  Day 2 concludes 


